
Arts Academy Rubric for Art Major and Music Major Awards 

 5 
Mastery 

4 
Not Quite Mastery 

Level 

3 
Needs Improvement 

2 
Needs Numerous 

Improvements 

1 
Unacceptable 

Focus on Topic 
Question 1: Please 

explain your future plans 

and why you wish to 

pursue a career in art or 

music.  How has your 

involvement in the Arts 

Academy contributed to 

this decision? 

The topic is clear and 

well-focused.  The 

question is answered 

thoroughly and 

completely.  The student 

clearly explains how the 

Arts Academy has 

contributed to his/her 

decision to pursue a 

career in art or music. 

The topic is clear and 

focused.  The question 

is answered completely.  

The student explains 

how the Arts Academy 

has contributed to 

his/her decision to 

pursue a career in art or 

music. 

The topic’s main idea is 

clear but the supporting 

information is general.  

The question is answered 

to some extent, but a more 

thorough explanation is 

needed. 

 

The topic’s main idea is 

somewhat clear but there 

is a need for more 

supporting information.  

The reader is left with 

questions, and more 

information is needed to 

fill in those blanks. 

The topic’s main idea is not 

clear.  There is a seemingly 

random collection of 

information.  The reader is 

left with many questions.   

Focus on Topic 
Question 2: What do you 

consider to be your 

greatest accomplishment 

in art or music and why 

did you select that 

particular item or event? 

The topic is clear and 

well-focused.  The 

question is answered 

thoroughly and 

completely.  The student 

clearly explains why 

he/she chose a particular 

item or event as a 

greatest accomplishment. 

The topic is clear and 

focused.  The question 

is answered completely.  

The student explains 

why he/she chose a 

particular item or event 

as a greatest 

accomplishment. 

The topic’s main idea is 

clear but the supporting 

information is general.  

The question is answered 

to some extent, but a more 

thorough explanation is 

needed. 

 

The topic’s main idea is 

somewhat clear but there 

is a need for more 

supporting information.  

The reader is left with 

questions, and more 

information is needed to 

fill in those blanks. 

The topic’s main idea is not 

clear.  There is a seemingly 

random collection of 

information.  The reader is 

left with many questions.   

Meaning 
(Applies to both 

questions) 

The responses are well 

thought-out, purposeful 

and the reader has a 

complete sense of what 

the student meant to 

convey. 

The responses are 

planned with a purpose 

and the reader 

understands what the 

student meant to 

convey.  

The responses allow the 

reader to get a good sense 

of what the student meant 

to convey. 

The reader sometimes has 

difficulty getting a good 

sense of what the student 

meant to convey. 

The responses do not allow 

the reader to get a sense of 

what the student meant to 

convey. 

Personal Response 
(Applies to both 

questions) 

The responses are 

purposeful and allow the 

reader to get a clear sense 

of the student’s 

personality within the 

writing. 

 

The responses allow the 

reader to get a sense of 

the student’s 

personality within the 

writing. 

The responses allow the 

reader to get a sense of the 

student’s personality 

within the writing, 

although it is not as 

personal as desired.  

The personal response is 

limited and/or unclear. 

There is no real personal 

response. 

 

Structure and 

Mechanics 
(Applies to both 

questions) 

Responses are 

grammatically correct. 

Excellent work. 

 

While the responses 

contain a few 

grammatical errors, 

they do not detract from 

the content and 

readability. 

While the responses 

contain only a few 

grammatical errors, they 

detract from the content 

and readability. 

The responses contain 

several grammatical errors 

that detract from the 

content and readability.   

The number of grammatical 

errors present is 

unacceptable. 



 


